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© Rev. xiv. V, 13. 


| | I beard a Voice from Heaven flying unto 
| me, Write ; Bleſſed are the Dead which 
| dye in the Lord from henceforth. Tea, - 
ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
6 their Labours, and their Works do follow 


them. 


4 Hat the Importance of theſe words is very 
| great, we need no other Argument to 
| convince us, than the ſolemn manner in 
| which they are delivered to the Apoſtle. Such is che 
- _ _ exprefs Command, that they ſhould be carefully pre- 
t | 2 ferved by writing, 1 heard a Voice from Heaven ſay- 
F ing unto me, Write ; Bleſſed are the dead which dye 
in the Lord from benceforth. To which is added yet 
farther. the Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, con- 
firming the: Truch of what chat Voice had diCta- 
ted, : and:declaring particularly, wherein the Ble(l- 
edneſs ofiſuch perſons conſiſts, ea, ſarth the Spirit, 
that they may reſt from thetr Labours, and their Works 
da. follow them, Theſe forms are ſuch Preparatio 
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The Happineſs of 
as always ſpeak the matter uſhered in by them to 
be of mighty Conſequence ; And are intended to 
awaken our-Minds more powerfully, and to re- 
commend it to our beſt and moſt attentive Conſt- 
deration. 

The immediate Occaſion and Deſign of the Paſ- 
ſage now before us, was plainly to fortify the 
Chriſtians againſt ſome very violent Perſecutions, 
which St. Jobn had a certain forelight given him 
of, .and deſcribes accordingly by very terrible Cir- 
cumſtances. Infomuch , chat he pronounces it 
here a very great Happineſs, to be raken out of 
the World, before choſe Calamitous and Trying 
times ſhould come, which might endanger the 
ſhaking the moſt reſolute Faith and Patience , 
even of the beſt Men. Or ( as ſome other Inter- 
preters think-) he deſcribes the Bleſſednefs.of thoſe 
faithful Profeflors of Chriſtianity, whom the Grace 
of God ſhould enable to perſevere unto the end, 


and to ſuffer Martyrdom for the DoCtrines of -his -. 


Goſpel. Thoſe perſons being ſometimes ſaid, with 
a peculiar Emphaſis, to dye the Lord, who ſuffer 
in his Cauſe, and lay down their Lives for his 
ſake. 

| But there is no neceſhity,- nor-indeed' any ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon, for confining. this Expreſſion to thoſe 
times of Primitive Perfecution only, or to the 


Martyrs who ſuffered in them. For as every ſuns 
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cere good Man, who heartily embraces the Faith 
of Chriſt, and whoſe Converſation is ſuch as be- 
comes that Faith, is ſaid in Scripture to * /rve unto *2 Cor. v. 
the Lord ; ſo every one'who continues in that Be- * 
lief and Obedience to the End of his Days, is very , 
truly and properly ſaid, when God takes him our 
of the World, to + ſleep in Feſur, and to dye m the; , Ther 
Lord. iv. 14. 

And chus, it is manifeſt. not our Own only, 
but che Chriſtian Church in general, hath con- 
ſtantly underſtood the Text, by making it in ma- 
ny antient Licurgies a part of the Burial Service : 
And fo declaring the Blefſedneſs here co belong to 
every deceaſed Perſon, who lives and dyes a worthy 
Member of her Communion. 

Having therefore ſo good Authority to bear me 
out, I ſhall make no difficulty to treat of my Text, 
in this larger and more popular Senſe; and fo to ap- 
ply it to the occaſion of our preſent meeting, that we 
may gather from hence thoſe uſeful and comfortable 
Reflections, which:may miniſter to us a Reaſon- - 
able Hope of our Departed Brother's Happineſs, and 
a joyful Expectation of our Own. 


4s 


In order hereunto, I ſhall, ſo far as the time 
will give me leave, do theſe three things. 
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I. Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to repreſent to you 
the Happy State of Good Men after Death, as the 
Words have here deſcribed it to us; 


IT. Secondly, I ſhall, from this Doftrine fo 
eſtabliſhed, draw ſome few Inferences, which may | 
MF be of uſe to us, both for the Condu&t of our Lives | 
in general, and more particularly ſeaſonable upon | 
theſe Melancholy Occaſions. | 


II: And then in the Third and laſt Place, I 
ſhall apply the Subſtance of my two former heads -.. 
yet more cloſely, to the Circumſtances of the Per- 
ſon, whoſe mortal part now Iyes before us. 


1. Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to repreſent to you the 
happy State of Good Men after Death, as the 
| Words have here deſcribed it to us. And ] may | 
| well fay I ſhall endeavour only, that which it <|- 
' 1s not poſſible for me worthily to effeft. For 
Who indeed can repreſent it juſtly > What Tongue 
of Men or Angels can find expreſſhons ſtrong and 
ſignificant enough 2 What Images are fo bright, 
{o glorious? What finite Underſtandings of a Ca- 
pacity ſo large, that they ſhould contain adequate 
Ideas of that Bliſs, to which nothing we are acquaint- 


ed with in this Life is equal, nothung like, nothing 
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in any degree comparable 2 That Bliſs, which 
would loſe a great part of its Perfettion, if Senſe and 


| feeble Reaſon could fully comprehend it; and whoſe 
peculiar Excellence ( we are told ) it is, that * Eye * Cor. 


hath not ſeen, nor Bar heard, neither bath it entred * 
into the Heart of Man to concerve, the things which 
God bath prepared for them that love him. The 
utmoſt ctheretore which you mult expect in this caſe 
is only to have it drawn in lictle 3 In fuch propor- 
ci0ns as frail Men are capable of 3 by Reſemblances 
taken from things familiar to us; by ſetting it in 
oppoſition to the Miſeries we are at preſent expo- 
ſed to ; and by ſuch Other Confiderations, as are 
of Value and Weight with us, in the Aﬀairs and 
Tranſactions of humane Life. This is. the Me- 
thod, which che Holy Spirit hath made uſe of 
here : And the Arguments, by which he raiſes our 
eſteem of chat Blefledneſs pronounced from Hea- 
ven upon the Dead which dye in the Lord, ſeem to be 
theſe T hree. 


1. Firft, The Troubles fuch Men are delivered 
from. They reſt from thetr Labours. 


2. Secondly. The good Acceptance and preat 
Reward, which they ſhall after Death receive, for 
what they have done well during the preſent Life. 
Their Works do follow them, -y 


o 
"i 


3- Thirdly. The Time when they enter upon 
chis Happineſs, intimated in that Term fixed. here, 
Bleſſed are the Dead which dye in the Lord from hence- 
forth. 


r. Firſt. They who dye in the Lord are Bleſſed 
in regard of the Troubles they are delivered from, 
They reſt from thetr Labours, | will not, I need not, 
upon this occaſion undertake to ſhew, how ſore 
and manifold theſe Labours are. For This is an 
Argument that comes home to the Senſe and Ex- 
perience of every one of us. All that hear me are 
able to go before me in the Refleftion, how thick 
we are beſet with Troubles and AfMiCtions on eve- 
ry Side, in our Bodies and our Souls, in our pub- 
lick and our private Capacities. The Vanities of 


Youth, and the Infirmities of Age : The Difficul- 


ties of Supporting theſe Bodies, and the perperu- 
al Wants and Weakneſſes to which they are Sub- 


ject ; The lingring and the acute Diſtempers, the» 


ſenſible decays, and the more ſenſible Pains, that 
waſte and tear and torment them. The Mileries 
of an unhappy Temper, and Overflowings of a 


black heavy blood, which intercept all light -and_ 
comfort, and condemn the Soul to the dark diſmal 


priſon of a melancholy Conſtitution ;- The Violence 


F Paſſions from within, , and che. yaſt Variecy + k 
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Accidents from without, which are, continually 
provoking us to Grief, or Anger, or ſome ocher 
diſorderly exceſſes : Theſe are perſonal #nd of a piece 
with us. 
| The Loſſes in our Eſtates, the ſurpriſing Diſ- 
if a appointments in our Expectations and Deligns ; 
The hurry of Buſineſs, the Strife and Contencion 
'. _ our Aﬀairs engage us in ; The Travel of the Poor, 
> and the Cares of the Rich ; The Anguiſh of our 
| Aficted, and the Uncertainty of our molt Profpe 
| rous Condition ; The Treachery of pretending 
| Friends, and the Spight of profeſs d Enemics; The 
| Snares of Converſation, the Vanity and extreme 


danger even of thoſe Diverſions and Pleaſures, by 
which we labour to lighten this load of Life, and 
gain ſome Intervals of Eaſe at leaſt, by forgetting for 
alitcle while our Cares and Calamities: Theſe, and 
2 thouſand Difficulties more, are inſeparable incum- 
brances of Mortality, to every one, conſidered 
\ Singly, and apart from his Relations and Engage- 
\ ments in Society. 

But as thoſe Capacities increaſe, our Sorrows 
and Labours increaſe with them. The Care of 
Families, and kind Concern for thoſe whom Na- 
by ure hath made a Part of our ſelves ; The Fears and 
| anxious Thoughts for their Safery, the Fellow- 
feeling of their Sufferings; Thegzelſtlels Endeavours 
os help them in- their Diſtreſles, 'and che cutting 
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. The Huppineſs of 
regret we endure, when we would aſſiſt them bur 
cannot, or when they will not ſuffer us to-do them 
the Good we could ; And (to name no more, that 
Calamity which all of you at this time are very 
deeply affected with) the having thoſe Friends 
taken from us, whom Nature, or Kindneſs, or 
their own Worth, have rendred very dear and ne- 
cellary. The tearing, as it were, our very hearts 
aſunder, by cutting off chat tendereſt part of them, 
whom God and Aﬀection had incorporated and 
made one with us; Theſe are Iryals, which we 
have 1o- quick and piercing a Senſe of, that ic is 
much leſs difficult co lament and complain as they 
deſerve, than to temper our Reſentments, and 
keep them within the Bounds of Duty, and Decen- 
cy, and Chriſtian Moderation. 

It were caſy to give you a yet more moving Spe- 
Etacle, by opening thc Proſpect a little wider ; and 
urging the Uneaſineſs we feel from the Diſtreſles 


of the Needy, the Injuries of the Oppreſſed, the / | 


Cryes of Helpleſs Widows and Orphans ; the Cor- 
ruptions, or the Calamicous Circumſtances of th 


State, or the Church, whereof we are Members ; 


All which affect us more ſen{ibly, in proportion as 
we are better-natured Men, that is, berter Chri- 
ſtians. Bur That, which 1s to ſuch the moſt af- 
flifting- Conſideration of all | is, that theſe chings 


do nor only create a preſent: Unealinefs, bur may 
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Aikewiſe, if not very carefully managed, lay the 


Good "Mer after Death. 


foundation of Eternal Miſery. That they are the 
Temptations and Inſtruments of Sin, ſuch as the 


to be overborn by ; "Such as are ofcen ſucceſsful 
even againſt the moſt Watchful and Reſolute ; 
And.cherefore, of all other Labours in chis' fight 
of AfﬀMictions, the Wiſe and Good Man cſteems 
thoſe the heavielt, which hazard the Salvation of 


| his Soul ; And no Conſideration renders a Delive- 


rance from the Sufferings of Life, half ſo defirable, 
as that mentioned by St. * Paul ; that He that «. 


dead is freed from Sm. . 


Theſe are all of them ſuch Labours, as the Con- 
dition we now live in naturally expoſes every Man 
to ; And the very Severeſt of them ſuch, as the 
Providence of God hath not thought fit to exempt 
the holieſt and beſt beloved of his Servants from. 
They, like their Captain, are made perfect through 
Hardſhips and Sufferings. Theſe are their Spiritnal 


of their Patience and Fidelicy, and conſtant Love 
to Him. And God 1s not much concerned to be 
very exact in the meaſures of Good and Evil in this 
Life, becauſe this Life is not the Seaſon of final 
Retribution: : But he hath appointed another, 
wherein he knows how to make Good Men am- 
ple amends for all they do and ſuffer for him here. 


Frailety of humane Nature is but too apt, alas! . 


Rom.yi. 


_ Warfare, the Exerciſes of their Virtue, the Proofs ' 


The Happineſs of 


The Benefits we are to expect at preſent, are the 
Wiſdom and Kindneſs of his Providence to turn 
every Affliction to our good, the powerful Aſh- 


' MRtances of his Grace to ſupport us under our Con- 


Aicts, and the merciful Execution of that Decree, 
which, after we have toiled and ſuffered a while, may 
tranſlate us to a State of Reſt and Peace ; ma 
render that Death, which to mere Nature 1s Fd 
gaſtly and formidable, a Bleſſing and Privilege, for 
ſuch in truth it is in the Eye of Faith, and to thoſe 
who dye m the Lord, X : 

For ought not this to be a very Supporting Con- 
{ideration, in the midſt of difficulties and trou- 
bles, that, though theſe hemm us round, and 
chruſt fore at us now, yet there is a day coming m 
which we ſhall make our eſcape from them all? 
That God will hide us in the Grave, and fet us 
on that Shore, where we ſhall, full of Security, 
look back Won this tempeſtuous World, and 
have no part of the Storms that toſt us here, but 
only the Remembrance of them, left. * A Remem- 
brance ſo much more joyful, as the Miſeries we 
call to mind were formerly more grievous : But 
eſpecially, Is it not a mighcy Comfort, - eo think 
we ſhall ſhortly put oft chis load of /Infirmities ; 
that we ſhall be perfectly at quiet from all the di- 
ſturbance which the luſtings of the Fleſh againſt 
the Spirit, and the irreconcilable War in our 
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Members create us every day and hour; that 
God will not only cover our Head in the Bat- 
rel, but take us out of the Field, into a ſure 
retreat, where the Enemy of Souls cannot hure 
us, nor Temptation aſlaule us, nor corrupt 
Nature betray us, nor pain, or affliction, or danger 
overtake us ? Surely * Man that ts born to trouble, ag * Jobv. y. 
the ſparks fy upwards, hath reaſon to be pleaſed 
wich ſuch a Refuge as This ; Surely That oughc 
to be-no ſmall Recommendation of the future State 
of Good Chriſtians, which- the Voice from Hea- 
ven gives in the xxith of this Book at the 4th verſe, 
that God ſhall wipe away all tears from their Eyes, and 
there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying ; 
neither ſhall there be any more pain : for the former 
things are paſſed away. $0 valuable a Bleſling it is, 
merely to reſt from their Labours; fo ptoper this 
Argument to reconcile us to Death, that it removes 
us into a place of Eafe and Safety. ' But if this 
' make Death tolerable, there is ſomething behind, 
which makes it even deſirable. The proſpect of 
a Deliverance may ſuſtain us under our troubles, 
but it is enough to prevail with us, not only to 
bear, but even to bleſs our Troubles, when we 
refleft, that though our Sufferings are left behind,, 
yet the Virtue and Effect of them are not. For 
that 1s the Second Reaſon, 
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I Wherefore the Dead are bleſſed, who dye m he 
Lord, that. they do not. only reſt from their Labqurs, 
but - ie Works follow them, The Toil and Drudg C» 
ry is at an End, and all that could be grievous to 
them 1s put off with that Body, which expoſed 
them to. Corruption and Suffering; But choſe La» 
bours are not forgotten, Their Diligence and Cone 
ſciencious Care, The Meckneſs and Reſignation 
wherewith they were endured, ſticks by = La» 
bourer ſtill; And, as to all the deſirable and ad: 
vantagious purpoſes, will be ſure to keep him 
company for ever in the other World. For.by.' 
this Expreſſion of their Works following them, 1s 
meant that Good Acceptance and great Reward, 
which the Saints ſhall be ſure to find after-Death, 
for what they have done well during this preſent 
Lite. 

We muſt not from This, or from any Other 
Expreſſions like it in Scripture, infer ſuch Meric 
and Sufficiency in the beſt; works of the beſt'Men, 
as can convey to them a Right to demand this haps 
pineſs, as in Rigour and Equity their; dye, For 
All bave come ſhort of of the Glory of God, and 'no Fleſb 
can be juſtified in ba Stght, / Judgment, and'nar 

Mercy, be the Standard of his: Proceedings + But 
hereby is meant, that according to-the. Terms; of 
the Goſpel- Covenant, which, for the Sake and Subs, 
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ferings of Chriſt, promiſeth Pardon for Sins re- 
repented of, Compaſſion for Infirmities not in- 
dulged, and a Recompence for thoſe Good Actions 
which the Grace of God hath wrought in, and by, 
and with us, Every ſincere Chriſtian ſhall not fail 
to be abundantly conſidered, for, and in proportion 
to, what he hath performed and endured, as became 
him, in the days of his Fleſh. I ſay, abundantly 
conſidered - More or leſs, as the Tryals and Inſtances 
of each Man's V irtue have been more or leſs ; buc 
yet in ſuch manner and meaſure, as far exceeds the 
Value of his beſt Works, and the Degree of his 
ſharpeſt AfMliCtions, For St. Pau/ hath aſſured us, 


u "Thar the Sufferings of this ou - by not wt 
ory tat jJnNak ge reveale 


thy. zo be compared with the G 


r5 


Rom.viii 


i us, and that + theſe light Afflitions which are but j » Gur 
X 16, 
for a wo work out for us a more exceeding and eter- 


nal weight of Glory, In ſhort, God will deal with 
ſuch Men, according to the Riches of his own 


*|5: infinite Mercy, and make them aCtually happy 


then, far above what they now are able ſo much 
as tO Concelve. 

' For how indeed can it be ſuppoſed, that We, 
in this.imperfe&t State of things, ſhould haveany 
diſtin&t Notions of that future, and vaſtly diffe- 
rent State, when this droſs of Earth and ſenſual 
Appetites, ſhall be purified ; when the Faculties 


of our Mind ſhall be enlarged ; freed from Preju- 


+ Corxiii, dice and Errour, and not ſee as now, * darkly and 
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through a Glaſs, but know even as alſo we are known. 
When we raiſe our Souls as high as poſſibly we can, 
yet even then our thoughts are heb and confuſed. 
IDe ſpeak as Children, we think as Children, we underſtand 
as Children , but when we come to the fullneſs of the 
Stature of perfect Men im Chriſt Jeſus, theſe childiſh 
things ſhall be put away, and we ſhall have quite 
other apprehenſtons of the matter. Then ſhall 
we ſee, and know, and feel, that all thoſe lofty 
deſcriptions of Heavenly Joys in Scripture, which 
now ſo hardly gain our belief, are much beneach 
the Dignity of chat Happineſs they would repre- 
ſent and recommend to us ; And that thoſe Images 
were made uſe of, not becauſe they were worthy 
and proportionable, but becauſe they were the fic- 
teſt and beſt reſemblances of chat Bliſs which We 
were capable of. And therefore even in theſe nobleſt 
flights, there is all along a condeſcenſion to our weak- 
neſſes; A veil of Figures and ſenſible Similicudes 
drawn before that Glory, which is too ſtrong and 
bright for our naked Eye, too big for even Thoughts 
and Wiſhes, 'much more for Words, to reach and 
come up to. 

O! the incomprehenſible Excellence of that 
knowledge, which ſhall ſee God as he is, and liken 
the Soul to the Excellence it ſees! O the Delights 
of that Wonder and Praiſe and perpetual Thankf-, 
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giving, with which glorified Saints extol the ama- 
zing Wiſdom, and Juſtice, and Goodneſs of God ! 
The mighcy Satisfaction of being let in to the hid- 
den Treaſures of his Mercy, the exaCt harmony of 
his Providence, the Myſteries of his Nature, and 
his Dealings with Mankind, which now pretend- 
ing Morcals wrangle and raiſe ſuch a Duſt about ! 
O che perfect purity and tranquility of a Life free 


from Luſt and Paſſion, from doubtful and painful 


Struggles, and ever chooſing, ever delighting in, 
that which is good ! O the Charms of that entire 
Love, and Peace, and joynt Conſent, in honouring 
and ſerving God, and rejoycing in each other's Hap- 
pineſs ; void of char Envy,and Grudging, that Jealou- 
ſy and Diſcord, that Il|-nature, or Seltiſhneſs, thoſe 
Perſonal Injuries, or differences in Intereſts and Opi- 
nions, which will not ſuffer us to enjoy a pertect Uni- 
ty in this World ! O Gracious God, how plentiful is thy 
Goodneſs, which thou haſt laid up for Them that fear thee ! 
They pay thee a ſhort imperfect Obedience, and 
what 1s this, that the King of Heaven ſhould re- 
compence it with ſo great a Reward ! They are 
unprofitable Servants, and yet thou makeſt them Sic 
down at thy Table in thy Kingdom ! Their Sins 
and Frailcies are Many, and Thoſe are remembred 
no more ; their Good Deeds in compariſon bur 
very few, and yet not one of Theſe 1s forgotten ! 
Their ir peſen Labours and Sufferings have their 
| we Inter- 
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Intervals and Comforts, and are but light and ſhort 
at worſt ; light in conſ1deration of chat future 
weight of Glory ; ſhort and even as nothing to 
that Eternity of Bliſs, that pure uninterrupted 
Bliſs, which chey work out for them, Nor doſt 
thou, Bleſſed Jeſus," put off theſe Labourers with 
diſtant Proſpects and uneaſy ExpeCtations * For no 
ſooner does that Night come on in which they can 
work no longer, but they are called to preſent pay- 
ment. The Combat once ended, and the Race 
run, the Conquerour 1s crownd without delay. 
Which brings me tothe chird Circumſtance, where- 
by this Spirit here repreſents to us the Blefledneſs 
of Good Men departed ; and that 1s 


IIT. The Time when they enter upon their Hap- 
pineſs; intimated in that Term fixed in thoſe words, 
Bleſſed are the Dead which dye im the Lord from hence- 
forth, 1 am not ignorant, what differing Interpre- 
rations are put upon this word in the Original, but 
neither the Time, nor the preſent Temper of your 
Minds, will bear ſo cold a thing as Criticifing now. 
And therefore it ſhall ſuffice to ſay, that both the 
Senſe in which 1 have all along taken the words, 
and the Church in uting them at the Burial of: 
every Chriſtian, do warrant us to conclude, that: 
this Reſt from Labour, ana the Reward.of Good 
Works, begin at the inftanc of Men's dying: in the 
Lor 
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Lord. And it the paſſage before us do not ſuffi- 
ciencly prove this, yet there are Others which may 
even oblige us to underſtand it ſo. The Labourers 
in che Vineyard, aſloon as ever the Even was come, 
* and the Duty of the Day over, are called to re- * Math. 
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 ceive their Wages. Lazarus ifnmediately upon his 


Death, 1s faid + to be carried by Angels into Abra-+ Luke xvi 
ham s boſom, and comforted for the Evil things he re- 
cerved m his Life-time, St, * Paul, upon mention-;* Tim 
ing his departure at hand, and reflecting upon the © 
good fight he had fought, declares, that from thenceforth 

there was laid up for bim a Crown of Righteouſneſs. 
Perhaps indeed chis Crown is not yet fo bright, 

nor Lazarw his happineſs ſo exquiſite, as it will 

be at the laſt great day of account. But (till chat 
Crown was determined and fixed from the day of 

this Apoſtle's departure, though he is to be more ſo- 
lemnly inveſted with ir, at the day when the Righ- 

reous Judge ſhall appear. And Lazarus was at 

leaſt in a Condition of Comfort, Such as made him 

good amends for the Poverty and Diſeaſes he had 
undergone in his Body. So that theſe Paſſages, as 

well as that of the Labourers in the Vineyard, 
ſofficiently confute that fond imagination which 

ſome have entertained, of the Soul ſleeping in. a 

State of Inſenſibility till che general Reſurrection; 

They alſo overthrow that profitable Deluſion of 

the Romiſh Purgatory, and render Prayers for the 


The Happineſs of 
Dead ſuperfluous and uſeleſs. For how can they 


.be comforted who have no Senſe ? What occaſion 


have they for our Prayers, who are already bleſſed 2 
or how can they be ſaid to reſt from ther Labours, 
who paſs from hence into a Condition of Tor- 
ments, more exquiſite by far than this Life can 
poſſibly endure ? and yet ſuch the Popiſh Purgato- 
ry is repreſented. So juſt ground have we to con- 
clude, that there 1s no Interval between the End of 
Good Men's Laboyr, and the Beginning of their 
Reſt ; So ſubſtantial a Reaſon is ic of cheir Hap- 
pineſs, that their Works do not only follow them 
at a diſtance , but keep them company, go with 
them hand in hand, and render the Dead bleſſed, 
from the very moment of their Dyrng m the Lord, 


Il. I have now done with my firſt general Head, 
and afrer ſo largely inſiſting upon it, ſhall chink 
ic neceſſary to ſay leſs upon my Second, which 
conſiſts of ſuch Inferences, as are proper to be 
drawn from the foregoing Particulars. And they 
(among many Others ) may be Theſe that follow, 

1. As Firſt. We ſhall do well ſeriouſly to con- 
{1der what vaſt encouragement theſe words con- 


. tain to a Godly Life. For ic muſt always be re- 


membred, - chat the Glorious Privileges we haye 

hicherto been treating of do not belong to all in- 

differently, but only ro ſuch as Dye in the. Lord. 
* 
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That is, (as was declared in the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe ) To Them that embrace the Faith of 
Jeſus, that live up to the Principles of the Goſpel, 
and perſevere in doing ſo to the End of their Days. 
As for Thoſe, who either refuſe and oppoſe this 
Belief, or who hold it in unrighteouſneſs, their Caſe is 
the very Reverſe of what we have been deſcribing, 
They are fo far from finding Reſt after their La- 
bours, that all the Evils they ſuſtain in this world, 
are light and gentle, and leſs than nothing, in 
compariſon of the intolerable, the unconceivable, 
the infinicely heavier Miſeries, reſerved for them 
in another. Their Works follow them too, but it is 
to upbraid chem with their Guilt and Impenitence, 
ro wound them with fad and fruitleſs Remorle, 
to teſtify againſt chem in the Great Day of Ac- 
count, and to condemn them to eyerlaſting Flames, 
Let me then moſt earneſtly conjure, ler me pre- 
vail with, All that hear me, co Secure a Ticle to 
this Bleſlednefs, by breaking oft their Iniquicies 
from this very moment. And this will beſt be 
done by poſſeſſing their minds with juſt and worthy 
Notions of theſe Comforts in my Text ; by con- 
ſidering what vaſt amends will be made them for 
all che hardſhips of Virtue here ; and how wretech- 
ed an Exchange thoſe Men will make at laſt, who 
indulge the pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, at the 
prodigious Expence, the certain and irrecoverable 
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Loſs, of their Souls and Eternal Happineſs here- 
afrer. The Severeſt DoCtrines of the Goſpel have 
more than enough to enforce their practice upon 
us,. if we would but confider them imparcially, 
and proceed upon the ſame Meaſures, which humane 
Prudence puts us upon in the Afairs of this World, 
And What are the Afairs of this world, when 
put-into the ballance againſt our Spiritual Con- 
cerns > What are the troubled and imperfect Joys 
of Senſe, which a thouſand cares and fears, pains 
and diſaſters innumerable diſturb, in compariſon 
of that ſweet and ſure Repoſe above, which no- 


' thing can annoy? What are the Honours, the 


Wealth, the Pomp we ſo cagerly purſue here, if 
ſet againſt the Glories of Saints, and the ineſtima- 
ble Treaſures of our heavenly Father's Kingdom ? 
Truſt me, Such gains are no where to be had, fo 
cheaply to be bought, ſo certain to be obtained, 
{o durable in the Enjoyment. No gains indeed 
are durable but theſe; Nothing turns to True 
account, but Piety and Virtue. And This is pro- 
fitable for all things, ſo exceeding profitable, that 
we could not have hoped, we could not have ima- 
gined it ; and if any other than God the Giver 
had told us of this, we could not have ben ſo eaſy 
as to believe, ſo preſumptuous as to expect it. 
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2-Secondly. The Conſiderations, which went 
| before,are very proper to arm our minds againſt the 
| Fear of Death. A paſhon, where it prevails to any | 
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great degree, of all Others the moſt Tyrannical 
and tormenting. It muſt be ſo: Becauſe Scaring 
us perpetually with hideous Apprehenſions of a 
Danger, which, we are fully ſatisfied beforehand, 
it is not poſhble with all our Induſtry to ſhun. 
And this domineering Evil is what nothing bur 
Chriſtianity ever was, or could be, a match for. 
But when we conſider how many things there are 
which may juſtly abate our fondneſs for This Life, 
and that they who dye in the Lord are effeCtually 
delivered from all theſe : When we look upon 
Death as a neceſlary Paſſage ro Happineſs ; and 
reflect, that the inſtant we ceaſe to be miſerable 
here, we take poſleſſhon of a never failing Bliſs in 
another State ; This puts quite another face upon 
the matter, from what it carries to the Wicked, 
or to the Natural, Man. * The Sting of Death 5 * i Cor. 
Sin, ſays the Apoſtle, that is, the Only thing which *” * 
can in reaſon render Dying terrible,1is the being called 
to an account for our evil deeds. But the Goſpel 
frees us from the Bondage of this Fear too. - [r 
ſhews us 2 ViEtorious Redeemer, One,- who hath 
made SarisfaCtion for the Sins of Mankind, and 
by ſo doing hath eriumphed over Death ; nay, hath 
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of 
perfetly changed the nature of the thing , and 
made it a Bleſſing to them that dye w Him. And 
'This is what we may all do, by the aſliſtance of 
his Grace, which is wanting to none, who ſeek 
and uſe it diligently. So that, upon the whole 
matter, this Fear is an Affliction, 1n our power to 
correct and moderate at leaſt. We may conquer 
it as Chriſtians, though we cannot wholly remove 
ir, as Men ; For the better we are provided for 
the Approach of Death, the leſs troubleſome 21! 
Apprehenſions of it will be to us. And a firm 
proſpeCt of our future Bleſſedneſs would bring us, 
ſo far as is conſiſtent with our Duty, even to thirſt 
and pant, and long for that very Diſſolution, which 
now we ſtart and tremble at, and take ſuch infi- 
nite pains to run{away from. 


3. Thirdly, From hence we may fetch the moſt, 
in truth the only, powerful Argument, to ſupport 
us under any Injuries or Afflictions,: that befall us 
in this preſent World. To think, that Theſe things 
cannot laſt long, is ſome, but far from a ſufficient, 
Conſolation, But to be aſſured, that chey will 
turn to our Advantage, an incomparably greater 
Advantage, ſuch as bears no proportion at all to 
the utmoſt we can ever endure, this is a ſubſtantial 
Stay to our Spirits, To refleft, that He who 


afHicts us in the mean while, does it for qur goody, = 
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and out of facherly tenderneſs ; that what we com- 
plain of is the Exerciſe of our Virtue, and every 
Freſh tryal a higher Step to PericEtion; that nor 
One Sigh or groan vaniſhes into Air, but reaches 
the Ears of the Almighty ; not One Tear falls to 
the ground, bur all are put znto his Bottle, (as David 
expreſles it *; ) not One Injury or Aftront we ever * ca. tri 
forgave, but it hath contributed to the forgiveneſs * 
of our infinitely more heinous Offences again(i God; 
Not, One pang, or Sickneſs we have gone chrough, 
patiently and with a Chriſtian Reſignation, bur ic 
will be paid us back with Intereſt in perfect Joy : 
4. Theſe are che invincible weapons of a Good Man, 

ſuch as harden, and render him proof, againſt all 

the Aſſaults of Ill Men, and what we call 1I|-for- 

tune. And he who 1s careful to have this Armour 

girt cloſe about him, will find his Courage keep 

up with his Faith, and be able to withſtand in the 

Evil day, and having done all to Stand, 


Fourthly and Laſtly. What hath been now ſaid 
may and ought to prevent, or at leaſt to check thoſe 
Sallies of exceſſive Grief, which we are coo often 
diſpoſed to give a looſe to, when it pleaſes God to 
remove Good Men, and eſpecially our Friends and 
Relations, our of the World. For do the Men, who 

4 Andulge ſuch Paſhons, conſider at all what they ſay 
* .&; or do, when they profeſs this Concern for ſuch Per- 
__— II14 » AC 
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ſons ? For Them ? Why are we ſorry for Them 2 
Is it ſuch an inſupportable Calamiry to us, that 
they whom we loved molt dearly, have after many 
painful (truggles broke looſe at laſt from Misfortunes 
and Dileaſes, from Hazards and Dangers, from 
Sorrow. and Sin ? Do we uſe to weep and lament, 
when our be{t Friends eſcape many a terrible Storm, 
and come Safe into Port; eſpecially too, if the Re- 
turns of their Voyage have been proſperous beyond 
all Imagination ? Yet this ( my Brethren) is direCt- 
ly the Caſe of our Friends who arezead i the Lord, 
And can we ſuppofe chat the being ſorry for Their 
| Happineſs is an Argument of Our Love 2 This is 
"4 moſt abſurd. And it is plain our refuſing co be 
1 comforted in ſuch caſes , proceeds from want of 
| conlidering how happy They really are ; or elſe 
it is not Kindneſs for Them but for our Selves. 
And yet if-it be for our ſelves; Do we not think 
it a neceſſary proof of afteEtion, to be pleaſed with 
the very great Advantage of a particular Friend, 
though- We ſuffer ſome little uneaſineſs or Incon- 
venience by it? And ſhall we not be content, that 
a Uſeful Neighbour, a Darling Child, or a ten- 
der Husband, ſhould be bleſſed above what we can 
frame any Idea of to our Selves, though we muſt 
not enjoy his Company here any longer 2 But a 
. good Man youll ſay, can leaſt of all be ſpared ; 
True, When we ſpeak and think as Meng; But if 
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we argue as Chriſtians ; Ir is as true, that ſuch a 
one we may beſt bear co part with. Becauſe the 
better the Man is, the more aſſured hope we have 
of his obtaining that better Life 3 which is the moſt 
EfteCtual Argument to Soften theſe Tryals of our 
Reſignation to us. 

And therefore I cannot but think it very well 
becomes me to exhort You the Relations of this de- 
ceaſed, that you would dry up your Tears ; And, 
from the dark Side of this afflicting Providence to 
your ſelves, turn your thoughts rather to the bright 
proſpect of his happy Change. For ſuch I make 
no doubt we ſhall chink it, if to my two former 
Heads, be added that very Little, which I have 
{till co ſpeak upon my Third and Laſt, wherein I 
promiſed to apply my Self to the Circumſtances 
of this Perſon, upon whoſe account we are now 
met, and whoſe Remains of Mortality lye here be- 
fore us. 


III, When I fay I will add but little, yourwill 
not ſo underſtand me, 2s if the Subje&t would not 
bear a great deal. But Much is not neczthry, when 
I ſpeak to Them, who have had the h:ppiacls of 
a longer Acquaintance than my Selt ; and therefore 
All I have to do, is only to refreſh yo11: Memories, 
with ſome of thoſe remarkably good qualities and 


ations, which I have received from perſons of un- 
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doubred Authority, and ſuch as your ſelves will 
bear teſtimony to upon the mention of them. And 
here I ſhall follow the merhod of my Text, 

1/3. then. Ir could not be but a Perſon of his \ 
Engagements in the world muſt have a ſhare of 
Labours and Troubles, Lofles and Diſappoinements; 
All which were entertained with great Moderation, 
and juſt RefleCtions upon that Providence of God, 
which diſpoſes of Us and Ours as he ſees fit. But 
beſides theſe Tryals, it pleaſed God, in his later 
years, to afflict him with Sore Pains and fre 
quent Diſtempers. All which he bore with ſuch 
Evenneſs-of Mind, that even the Rackings of the 
Gout and Stone could not often provoke him toAny, 
and never to ſuch as were Unbecoming, Complaints. 
God exerciſed that patience, we may hope, to in- 
creaſe the Reward of it, and to render it exem- 
plary, among thoſe who obſerved and converſed 
with it. And that Meekneſs and Submiſhon, 
which continued to his very Jaſt hours, notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt acute pangs, of one of che moſt 
inſupportable Diſeaſes mankind are ſubject to, give 
us juſt ground of Confidence, that he is now at 
reſt from his Labours, and that zt « good for him to 
kave been fo afflified, fince Troubles thus ſuſtained 
never fail to turn to the Sufferers unſpeakable Ad- 
vantage. x 
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2. But it was not in the Paſhve kind alone; that 
he diſcharged himſelf ſo well, his Virtue was Active 
too. | Many of his good Works there are, which 
ſhould nor, and Some, which ſcarcely can be, for- 
gotten. Such were his Honeſty and Strict Juſtice 


2J 


in his Dealings. His Moderation and Prudence, 


The Peaceableneſs of his Temper, and Readineſs 
to compole Differences, His Integrity and Candour, 
his Modeſty and Humility, which recommended 
him to the Converſation, and the good Opinion of 
all that had opportunities of knowing him. He 
was remarkably careful to diſcharge the duty of 
thoſe ſeveral Capacities God placed him in. An 
Aﬀectionate Husband, a kind Relation,a faithful and 


generous Friend. And though he lefc no Ifue of his | 


own, yet did not that deſtroy but diffuſe rather the 
Relation of a Father, for he was ſuch in ſome ſort 
to ſeveral, whom Nature had ſetat a greater diſtance 
from him. His Ptety and great Regard to Reli- 
gion was teſtified by attending diligently upon the 
publick Worſhip of God, as ofc as his Indiſpoſiti- 
ons would permit. And his Love of the Beauty 
and Decency of che Houſe and Service of his Great 


Maſter cannot dye, ſo long as the * Place where 'Depriora 


ing Monument of that Generolity and Godly Zeal, 
which moved in the foremoſt rank of thoſe many 
noble Contributors, to ſo neceſſary, fo becoming, 
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we are now aſſembled, Stands, For This is a laſt-551,6,5 
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ſo pious a Work. And his Charity to the Living 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, as it was freely ex- 
tended upon fir occalions in his Life-rime, fo is it 
continued in a very large and uſeful Proviſion for the 
Benefic of the Poor after his Death. I forbear ſeveral 
of the Works of this kind, which, together with theſe 
now mentioried,, no doubt ds follow him, and are 
already, ( we truſt ) begun to be repaid, in the 
Comforts and Joys of a Bleſſed Immorrality. 
The only thing left for us to do is carefully to 
copy after ſuch good Examples, that when we ſhall 
be called upon, ( as ſhortly we ſhall ) we may 
wich holy Truſt and ſteady Submiſſion to God's 
Will, commit our ſelves into the hands of our moſt 
merciful Creator, and Redeemer, And ſuch a Truſt 
and chearful Reſignation, I, who, by the particular 
Approbation of his Reverend and very worthy Pa- 
ſtor, attended him in his laſt hours, did with great 
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SatisfaCtion obſerve in Him inthe very Agonies of 


Death.Fer even then his Mind was much compoſed, 
and except the tender Impreſſions which the Tears 
of his deareſt Relations made upon his Sparits, all 
ſeem'd eaſy and full of Content to him. So much 
power had the Hopes of a better World to Suſtain 
bim in his laſt conflicts. But now thoſe conflicts 
are happily over, and the trueſt Honour and Aﬀe- 


Etion we can pay to his Memory, 1s to bleſs God- 
for that perfect Peace, and ſweet Tranquility which  - 
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we believe he hath exchanged this dangerous and 
troubleſome life for ; and fo to imitate his commend- 
able Actions, and reſemble his meek Chriſtian 
temper and good diſpolitions, that We may in 
God's due time meet again, at our Joyful and bleſſed 
Reſurrection ; Even then, when all Thoſe who 
have dyed m the Lord ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of 
the Firmament, when theſe vile Bodtes of. ours ſhall . 
be faſhiomed after Chriſt s gloriour Body, to live, and 
reign wich Him for ever and ever. So amply ſhall 
even theſe Bodies be recompenced for their preſenc 
Sufferings and Decay z So ſweet ſhall be their Reſt : 
To fo excellent purpoſes ſhall every good Man's 
works follow him. Which that Ours may do, let 
us pray and endeavour with all our might, that we 
may live and dye in Him, who lived and dyed 
and roſe again for us, the Bleſled Jeſus the Son of 
God : To whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, 
Three Perſons and One God, be all Honour and 
Glory, now and for evermore. Amen. 
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